Eito:
Hi, my name is Eito.
Yurina:
Hi, I’m Yurina.
We are from Japan, and we are currently studying international culture at TRU.
Eito:
Today, we are going to talk about communication styles between Japanese people and people from other countries. Do you feel differences in communication style?
Yurina
Yes, I have. I’ve really felt differences in communication since I came to Canada.
Canada has a very diverse culture, so people from many different countries live together in one society.
Do you feel the same way?
Eito
Absolutely yes, I’ve felt that too.
I have a Mexican roommate. His personality is always cheerful, positive, and generous.
I’ve heard that many Mexican people tend to be positive and cheerful.
So, I’ll explain the communication differences based on that.
I would say that Mexican people’s physical distance is very close, and he often uses body language when expressing his emotions or explaining something.
He also changes his facial expressions a lot. I actually started to imitate his body language sometimes because I think it looks really cool. How about your host family environment?
Yurina
In my case, my host mother is from Korea and my host father is from Canada.
So at home, they always mix Korean and English.
I feel like the Korean communication style is very direct and clear because Korean people prefer to have clear opinions and respond quickly.
When they talk in Korean, the conversation speed feels faster than when they speak in English to me.
On the other hand, Canadian communication style feels friendly for me.
Also, Canadians prefer to give clear opinions, similar to Koreans.
But this style also includes consideration for other people’s opinions.
Eito
Wow, that is surprising to me, and I realized the differences between Korean communication style and Mexican communication style.
I feel like Mexican people use body language more, while Korean communication style is somewhat similar to Japanese communication style because it is more direct and clear.
I know each country has its own communication style.
Based on what we found, let’s think about another communication style.
How about your school?
Yurina
I have a friend from Indonesia. Her communication style is very kind and friendly.
I feel like her expressions are softer than people from other countries.
When I talk with her, she always speaks kindly and has a warm attitude.
She doesn’t directly say “No,” and she often refuses things gently.
I think she focuses on empathy and creating a good atmosphere rather than being direct.
For right now, use these countries such as Mexico, Canada, Korea, Indonesia, and Japan, as the example, what do you think of how to communicate with people from different countries. 
Eito
I think each communication style express each country’s national character. That is really interesting. 
Next, I’ll explain how to communicate when I’m communicating with foreign friends.
Mostly time I adapt to the communication style of foreigner. For example, when I meeting or parting with Mexican roommate, we do a fist bump or a hug.
But when I meeting with Japanese friends, we do a hand shake. 
There are even small differences in this kind of communication. With that in mind, I adjust my communication to fit the culture and style of each country. I believe doing so helps me broaden my communication skills.
What approach do you take in such situations?
Yurina
In my opinion, similar to your answer, I often end up adapting to other communication styles. However, I don’t think we need to adapt to every style. In such situations, I believe it is important to respect different cultural backgrounds and understand each communication styles. I feel that many Japanese people tend to adapt to other styles, but that is part of our culture. 
Eito
Next, let’s talk about how people make friends in different countries. I think Japanese people usually take time to build trust before becoming close friends. How about your experience in Canada?
Yurina: 
In Canada, I feel people are very open and friendly. They often invite me to join activities quickly, so I can make friends faster than in Japan.
Eito 
Exactly, I often talk to native English speaker at lunch time. I feel like almost TRU students is very kind and friendly. That is literary comfortable for international students, right?
Yurina
I think so. 

